


JUDGES OF THE 45-B DISTRICT COURT 

HONORABLE MICHELLE FRIEDMAN APPEL, Chief Judge, took the bench in 
2003 and was re-elected in 2008. Judge Friedman Appel is a graduate of the University of 
Michigan and the University of Detroit Law School and was admitted to the State Bar of 
Michigan in 1981.  She was a practicing attorney for over 20 years, regularly appearing in the 
Circuit and Probate Courts in Wayne, Oakland, Macomb and Livingston Counties. Prior to her 
election to the bench, from 1999-2002 Judge Friedman Appel also served as an Oakland County 
Commissioner representing Oak Park, Huntington Woods, and Pleasant Ridge. Currently 
Judge Friedman Appel  is a member of and is past president of Oakland County District Judges 
Association, she serves on the Board of Directors Oak Park Business Education Alliance,  is a 
Junior Achievement Volunteer for Oak Park School District, she participates with the Tri-
Community Coalition, the drug prevention coalition serving the cities of Oak Park, Huntington 
Woods and Berkley, is a member of the Michigan District Judges Association Legislative and 
Judicial Response Committee, and maintains a membership in NAACP, South Oakland 
Chapter and the Oak Park/ROT Optimist Club. Included in the programs that have been 
established at the 45 B District Court, since her election, is the Domestic Violence Court, the 
Volunteer Probation Officers Program, the Teen Court Program that is run in partnership with 
the school districts and the Oakland County Prosecutor’s office and the University of Detroit 
Mercy Law School. 

Honorable David M. Gubow, CHIEF JUDGE PRO TEM, WAS FIRST ELECTED TO THE 

DISTRICT COURT IN 2002 AND WAS RE-ELECTED IN 2008.  JUDGE DAVID GUBOW EARNED HIS 

A.B. DEGREE AND A VARSITY LETTER FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN AND RECEIVED HIS 

J.D. FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT SCHOOL OF LAW.  JUDGE GUBOW SERVED AS CHIEF 

JUDGE OF THE 45B DISTRICT COURT FROM 2003-2007 AND AS CHIEF JUDGE PRO TEM FROM 

2008-PRESENT.  JUDGE GUBOW REPRESENTED OUR COMMUNITY FOR SEVEN TERMS IN THE 

MICHIGAN LEGISLATURE AS OUR STATE REPRESENTATIVE FROM 1985-1998 AND WAS THE 

ASSISTANT CLERK OF THE MICHIGAN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM 1999-2002.  JUDGE 

DAVID GUBOW HAS BEEN AN ATTORNEY FOR MORE THAN 35 YEARS AND WHILE IN THE PRIVATE 

PRACTICE OF LAW SERVED AS A MEDIATOR FOR CIRCUIT, DISTRICT AND SMALL CLAIMS CASES.  
HE IS AN ADJUNCT PROFESSOR AT THE UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT-MERCY SCHOOL OF LAW, A 

MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN JUDGES ASSOCIATION, MICHIGAN DISTRICT JUDGES 

ASSOCIATION, STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN, OAKLAND COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION, AND IS ACTIVE 

WITH A VARIETY OF OTHER COMMUNITY, RELIGIOUS, AND CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS. JUDGE DAVID 

GUBOW HAS ALSO BEEN A LECTURER FOR THE INSTITUTE OF CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION 

AND HAS SERVED AS A PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR AND MEMBER OF THE OAKLAND COUNTY 

BUILDING AUTHORITY.    
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MAGISTRATES 

Arnold P. Garber, JD, Appointed Magistrate in 1977. He graduated from the Wayne State 
University School of Law in 1960 and was admitted to practice law in 1961. His legal practice 
consists of serving as an expert mediator in domestic relations matters. He has resided in the 
City of Oak Park, Michigan since 1973.  
 
Richard Halprin, JD, Appointed Magistrate in March, 2006. Magistrate Halprin graduated 
from Michigan State University and obtained his law degree from the University of Detroit 
School of Law in 1989. His legal practice primarily specializes in criminal law, family law, and 
juvenile rights. Mr. Halprin resides in Huntington Woods, Michigan.  
 
Sheldon G. Larky, JD, Appointed Magistrate in April 2006. Magistrate Larky graduated from 
the University of Michigan and obtained a law degree from the University of Detroit Mercy of 
Law. Mr. Larky was admitted to the Michigan Bar in 1970. He is a mediator and arbitrator in 
civil matters. Mr. Larky resides in Oak Park, Michigan.  
 

JURISDICTION 

Geographical Jurisdiction – The 45-B District Court serves the cities of Oak Park, 
Huntington Woods and Pleasant Ridge, and the Township of Royal Oak. 
 
Legal Jurisdiction – District Courts were established by the Michigan Legislature in 1968 
and are considered “Courts of Limited Jurisdiction.” The legal jurisdiction of the 45-B District 
Court is determined by statute and includes: 
 

 Civil lawsuits in which the amount of controversy does not exceed $25,000 (a civil 
lawsuit is a non-criminal case which involves the claim of one party against another) 

 Criminal misdemeanors punishable by fine or imprisonment not exceeding one year, 
or both. 

 Arraignments: the setting and acceptance of bail. 
 Preliminary Examinations in all felony cases. A preliminary examination is a hearing 

at which the District Court Judge determines if there is probable cause to believe a crime 
has been committed and that the defendant committed the crime. If the Judge 
determines that there is probable cause, the case is “bound over” to the Circuit Court for 
trial. 

 Traffic misdemeanors and civil infractions, including parking violations. 
 Small claims cases in which the amount claimed does not exceed $3,000. 
 Landlord-Tenant disputes, land contract and mortgage forfeitures and eviction 

proceedings. 
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES 
 
Domestic Violence Court – The Domestic Violence Court Program closely monitors 135 
offenders and offers a specialized probation supervision system to reduce recidivism. 
 
Volunteer Probation Officer Program – This program utilizes six to ten volunteers 
from local communities to assist the probation officers by facilitating orientations for all 
incoming probationers. 
 
Probation Officer Internship Program – The probation officer internship program 
consists of university students from nearby colleges who obtain experience and earn credit 
toward their Bachelor’s degree by working in the probation department and shadowing a 
probation officer for one college semester. 
 
Security/Weapons Screening – A Security/Weapons Screening Program checks 
individuals entering the Court. The 45-B District Court has 4 full-time sworn Court Officers 
and also contracts Security Officers through an outside company. The Court Officers and 
Security Officers are responsible for maintaining a safe environment, which begins with 
screening all individuals who enter the building through a metal detector, as well as their 
belongings through an X-Ray machine. 
 
The Student Intern / Co-Op – This program consists of high school and college students 
who obtain experience and earn credit for community service toward their high school 
diploma or credits toward their college degree. The interns and co-op students work closely 
with the employees of the 45-B District Court for one semester to observe and learn the 
court’s role in the criminal justice system. 
 
Alcohol and Drug Screening Program – In 2010, the 45-B District Court initiated an 
Alcohol and Drug Screening Program for all defendants ordered to be screened for alcohol 
and/or drugs. Defendants will be screened on a 1-4 times per month basis. The program will 
operate on a 7 days a week basis, including holidays. The Court projects conducting 18,720 
PBT tests on 390 defendants and 1,968 drug screens on 82 defendants. The cost for testing 
will be absorbed by each defendant. 
 
Community Work Program – In 2005, the 45-B District Court DPW Clean-up Program 
was created to provide a supervised community service work program that directly benefits 
the City of Oak Park and its residents. The work program utilizes probationers to perform 
specialized clean-up projects within the community. In 2009, a total of 2712 work hours 
were performed by the probationers. A total of 8516 work hours have been performed since 
the program began. In 2010, this program will be expanded to include additional days of 
operation in the City of Oak Park, and will extend to the city of Huntington Woods. 
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES 
 
Teen Court - The 45-B District Court is proud to have been a participating court in the 
program since its beginning in 2001. The Oakland County Prosecutor’s Office introduced 
this program to the court and has had great success since its inception. Teen Court is a 
juvenile diversion program aimed at keeping juveniles out of the court system. The teen 
defendant is brought to court with their peers (students who volunteer from the Oak Park 
community) serving as the prosecutor, defense attorneys and jury in their case. The 
program is designed around the philosophy that a jury of one’s peers is more influential in 
dealing with behavioral problems than any other method. The idea is that peer pressure 
can be used to create a positive as well as negative action. Teen Court relies upon the 
positive nature of peer pressure to deter defendants from becoming repeat offenders. In the 
Teen Court, proceedings confidentiality is stressed very heavily. Everyone in the courtroom 
takes an oath of confidentiality to insure the rights and privacy of the defendant are 
maintained. The offenses that may be resolved in Teen Court vary at each session. Some of 
the offenses are Alcohol/Drug Offenses, Retail Fraud, Illegal Entry, and traffic offenses. 
Some of the sentencing options include Teen Court Jury Duty, Oral/Written apologies, 
Community Service, Random Drug Screening, Restitution and in some cases, counseling. 
The goal of the Teen Court program is for all the participants to come away with a positive 
feeling about Teen Court. 
 
  
Collections – Under this program, the Court sends out reminder notices to violators with 
unpaid traffic tickets to increase compliance with court orders. 
 
 

  
Money Collected With COLLECT Statements 
April 2004-December 2009  
  
Calendar Year           Money Collected 
April-December 2004 $73,778 
January-December 2005 $292,960 
January-December, 2006 $326,450 
January-December, 2007 $488,106 
  
January-December 2008 $494,459 
          Statements Sent 6,046 
          Statements Paid 1,974 
          Total Owed $1,892,774 
  
January-December 2009 $303,610 
          Statements Sent 6,906 
          Statements Paid 1,216 
          Total Owed $2,275,497 
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CASELOAD / WORKLOAD OVERVIEW 
 

District Court Caseload and Workload Overview 
 

  

 Year 2009 

New Cases Filed 23,690 

Judges 2 

Magistrates (1 full-time, 2 part-time) 3 

Administrative Support Staff 14.5 

Probation Officers 4 

Other 6 

Total Court Staff 24.5 

Average # of Cases Per Judge 11,845 

Average # of Cases Per Admin Support Staff 1,634 
 
 
Probation – A Summary of the Probation Department’s 2009 activity is provided below. 

 947 new defendants were placed on probation. 
 400 investigative reports were completed. 
 625 NEEDS surveys were completed (Screening & Assessment tool for alcohol and 

drug related offenses). 
 1187 appointments were held, including oversight appointments, probation 

orientation appointments and domestic violence court appointments. 
 

Probation Caseload and Workload Overview 
 

 Year 2009 
Number of Probation Officers 4 
Average Caseload per Probation Officer 274 
New Cases 947 
Investigative Reports 400 
Appointments 1187 
Violation of Probation Hearings Conducted 999 
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REVENUES, DISTRIBUTIONS & EXPENDITURES 
 

The following is a summary of the 45-B District Court’s revenues and expenditures for the 
past two years. 

 

REVENUES 2008 2009 

Judicial Salary Reimbursement1 $91,448 $91,448 

Fines, Costs, Fees2 $3,260,775.42 $3,117,010.14 

Total Revenues $3,352,223.42 $3,208,458.14 

   

DISTRIBUTIONS3   

State of Michigan $939,162.99 $900,106.05 

County of Oakland $36,191.00 $36,558.67 

City of Oak Park $2,195,917.29 $2,097,912.69 

City of Huntington Woods $116,600.95 $107,326.28 

City of Pleasant Ridge $47,209.74 $52,370.67 

Township of Royal Oak $17,141.45 $14,183.78 

Total Distributions $3,352,223.42 $3,208,458.14 

   

BUDGETED EXPENDITURES4 2007 2008 

For Direct Operational Costs $2,124,990 $2,267,157 

                                                      
1 Amount paid to the City of Oak Park by the State of Michigan to totally reimburse the City for payment of 
judicial salaries. 
2 Amounts do not include interest revenues earned by the City of Oak Park on Court distributions. 
3 Formula is established by state law. These figures reflect how monies collected by the 45-B District Court 
were distributed between the various governmental agencies and do not reflect actual disbursements for the 
periods indicated. 
4 Amounts based on actual expenditures for fiscal years ending in 2007 and 2008.  
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